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Prototype Account.

A many-facet analysis of Written Discourse Completion Test, by Liu Jianda, p.157

This study attempts to validate a Written Discourse Completion Test (WDCT) used in
measuring the interlanguage pragmatic knowledge of Chinese EFL learners. A WDCT paper
consisting of 12 request situations was carefully developed for this study. Development
procedures included exemplar generation, likelihood investigation, metapragmatic
assessment, and pilot study. A holistic rating rubric using a five-point Likert scale was
developed and administered to 89 Chinese EFL learners. The WDCT papers were rated by
two native speakers of English. Results show that the test items were significantly different in
terms of difficulty and no item was found to be misfitting. The raters were found to have
good internal self-consistency although they exhibited significant difference in severity. The
probability curves for the 5 categories of the rating scale were shown to have distinct peaks
and appeared as an evenly spaced series of hills. Generally, the rating scales of the rubric
used in this study worked basically well for their purposes.

A study of written corrective feedback: Forms, explicitness and effects, by Zhu Ye and
Wang Min, p.170

Most studies on second language writing (SLW) tackle the issue of feedback
explicitness from the researcher’s perspective. Particularly, the core concept of “explicitness”
is predicted a priori according to the feedback forms, while learners’ cognitive experience in
online feedback processing is largely left unexplored. The present study set out to probe
Chinese college-level EFL learners’ online perception of feedback explicitness, and measure
their post-feedback performance via a dual-dimension of error location ratio (Lr) and error
correction ratio (Cr). Results show that feedback explicitness was closely related to specific
feedback forms, with the latter primarily reflecting the amount of corrective information that
the feedback contains. Furthermore, differential effects obtained for feedback forms and
feedback explicitness on the learners’ error location and correction. These findings not only
justified our distinction of feedback forms and feedback explicitness, but also led to a further
inference that corrective feedback performs a dual function of both error correction and
attention-raising, with the latter exerting more influence on learners’ long-term development
of their language competence.

SLA research in progress, by Yang Lianrui and Yin Hongshan, p.181

Recent years have witnessed an expansion of SLA research scope and emergence of new
theories and hypotheses. This paper begins with a review of the theoretical bases of SLA,
focusing on the latest developments relating to interlanguage representations,  cognitive
mechanisms, relevance theory, learners’ internal and external factors, and corpus linguistics.
Special attention is given to issues concerning current SLA research in China. The paper
concludes with some suggestions on the need to study the characteristics of Chinese learners
of foreign languages so as to promote FLT in China.



